Learning Theories Summary


Directions: Research principal educational theories and synthesize them into the table below.

Suggestions:  Include enough detail to make this a useful reference in the future.
	Learning Theory
	Key Theorists
	Summary of Theory
	Application in Teaching and Learning (pedagogy)

	Social Learning
	Arthur Bandura
	Learning takes place in a social context and it is the interaction of people that facilitate the learning. Mastering culinary skills in a classroom or learning how to ski from your family members are two examples 
	Since the theory asserts that interactions are important to learning, this would suggest to an instructor to utilize group activities.

	Experential Learning
	David Kolb
(early work: John Dewey and Kurt Levin)
	Learning occurs when a person has an experience or participates in an experience and then reflects and ultimately interprets the experience putting it into a framework for the learner. The last part of this theory includes experimentation where the learner tests his or her constructs of whatever they learned
	This theory clearly supports laboratory type activities in addition to any other hands on learning activities; virtual experiences may also apply. Actually, any activities that are experiential.

	Cognitivism
	Edward Tolman 
	Basically the opposite of behaviorism where people respond to the environment; learning is internally derived with each individual providing a “schemata” or framework for concepts they have learned about and processed
	Understanding that individuals process concepts differently, perhaps some leeway in certain assignments. That is, instructors assign questions not to just determine if content is learned but to see how learners learned it. I have done this many times where there is not a specific right answer just a use of logic and common sense.

	Social Development Theory
	Lev Vygotsky
	Interactions between people and in particular with children as they are growing up are learning moments where the child switches from social learning to cognition. This theory has two central components: a mentor/teacher or more knowledgeable other and the zone of proximal development – that is the continuum from when a child or person is a novice through the time when they have mastered their learning
	The model of a more knowledgeable other can be applicable to either peer tutoring, the instructor or older students serving as tutors or study buddies. 

	Community of Practice
	Etienne Wenger and Jean Lave
	As an extension of Social Learning blended with Social Devlopment CoP theory indicates that people learn in groups that have a common cause or domain and that there are usually some MKO’s or more knowledgeable others. While not called MKO’s in Wenger and Lave’s theory there are individuals who have more experience and help novices with the ins and outs of processes.
	This could support some kind of blended activity where kids in different grade levels do projects together and the younger kids learn from the older kids.

	Constructivism – previous submission
	A blending of “Vygotsky, Piaget, Dewey, Vico, Rorty, Bruner”
	A refinement or extension of Cognitivism? People construct their own  learning frame works after processing and reflecting on information but perhaps adding more of their own internal ideas and reflections into the mix making their learning unique to themselves.
	Not quite sure except to reiterate what I put under constructivism. Use some method to indicate that thinking or learning with different lenses can be appropriate and acceptable at times.

	Situated Learning
	Jean Lave and (?) Etienne Wenger
	This idea was a predecessor for CoP theory. They are very much intertwined. The emphasis on this theory is that learning occurs outside of a directed arena - weekly grocery shopping or doing a job or community service, etc serve as learning opportunities.  
	Provide time for students outside of class for learning experiences – perhaps do surveys asking them what they learned in their job last night, etc. Some information gained outside the classroom may be useful when applied to content in the classroom.

	Dual Coding Theory 
	A. Paivio
	Learning occurs when knowledge is presented both verbally and nonverbally. Input at a visual or symbolic level provides information but not as completely as when accompanied by the knowledge transmitted auditorily.
	Have students verbalize diagrams, pictures, etc. OR, describe a process and have students create a diagram. I have found that when students read aloud a written statement it helps with their understanding. Not sure if this is exactly dual coding but similar.

	
	
	Not sure about this one:
	

	Discovery Learning
	Jerome Bruner
	A method of inquiry based learning where learners uncover relationships and facts themselves. So, is this only pedagogical? This does seem to fall under experiential learning but I was wondering if this was the idea that to truly discover something for yourself is an ultimate learning experience?
	Providing students with an inquiry based task such as recreating the circumstances of discovering the atom helps them to learn the concept more thoroughly and with a deeper level of understanding. 


Leanna, I have always struggled with learning theories. I find this VERY abstract and at times so subjective or particular to the person postulating the theory that I have a hard time “learning” about them – how is that for a conundrum?

Just to get this straight – for your thoughts on constructivism:
1) knowledge is already established

2) environmental or outside information is obtained
3) Putting 1) and 2) together is a construct or redesign rather than a generation of a unique piece of knowledge or learning?

If this is true, I think I get it. 

Was I correct in identifying discovery learning as a method of teaching not learning?

Also, what about androgogy – something I am interested in. Is this actually a theory for learning or ideas on how to reach adult learners?

Thanks!

 

Puzzlement indicated here





Questions and comments below and next page 








